
Design Recommendations1

T he Bottineau neighborhood is  one of the oldes t neighborhoods  in Minneapolis .  As  par t of our  ongoing
effor ts  to recognize and preserve its  his tor ical s ignificance, the Bottineau Neighborhood As sociation
reques ts  that as  you undertake exter ior  improvements  to your  bui lding, that you cons ider  the fol lowing
des ign recommendations  that highlight and promote the grand his tory of the neighborhood.

S ignage
• Awnings  with s ignage
• Old- fashioned fountain s igns  –  hang perpendicular  from the bui lding
• S tencil ing on windows  and doors
• Wood s igns  above s torefront –  painted letter  al low for  a cheap alternative
• Painted adver tisements  on the s ides  of buildings
• Free-s tanding s idewalk s igns
• For  bus ines ses  that use exces s ive s ignage, s tandardized frames  to ins er t sale s igns  rather  than pas ting

windows  with such adver tisements
• Removal of pos ted s igns  and banners  from windows  and exter ior  of bui ldings
• Maximize the percentage of viewable window space

E xt er ior  L ight ing
• Goos e-neck l ighting above awnings  & openings , such as  doorways
• His tor ic or  globe l ighting
• Avoid flood lighting and fluorescents
• Avoid neon l ighting, except when character is tic to building era

W indow s  &  D oor s
• Res tore or iginal openings
• Allow vis ible access  to the s treet
• Accent bui lding with colored door  and window tr im
• Reintroduce smaller  panes  of glas s  and transom windows

B ui lding Mat er ials  &  Color
• Remove infi l l ,  such as  br ick and bars  in openings , to res tore character
• Use a color  that provides  uniqueness  to the ex is ting color  s cheme
• I ntroduce flower  boxes  on second s tor ies
• Avoid br ight color s  for  the pr imary building color , rather  us e it in small  quantities  on areas  such as

door  and window tr im
• Remove cladding and clean br ick sur faces

Color  P alet t e
• Most brand name paints  have a his tor ic palette
• Complimentary color s  balance out and make an even contras t to view
• Avoid us ing monochrome palette on building

Aw nings
• I ntroduce awnings  to s econd level
• I ntroduce a wider  palette that compliments  ex is ting color s
• Use awnings  for  additional s ignage
• Canvas  awnings  are his tor ic to the area
• Avoid plas tic and unusually shaped awnings
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